
Speaker: Musicality is one of the key factors influencing our ability to learn 

foreign languages.  

 

The singer singing…. 

 

Markus:  Could you sing happy birthday in the best way you can? 

The singer: Yes 

Markus: Ok 

The singer: Ok, good 

 

Speaker: We are in a small studio in Vienna. Markus, a PhD student, is 

researching how musicians perform when it comes to language skills. 

 

Markus: We compared the participants’ ability to repeat new and unfamiliar 

material, language material, so which means for example the Gaelic or Hindi or 

languages that have never heard before, and then we found that musicians 

perform remarkably better.  

 

Speaker: If musicians are better that the average language learners, singers are 

even better. That’s because the areas of the brains responsible for a voice 

imitation are more developed. This is one of Professor Reiterer’s findings. She is 

now improving her Spanish and is a good example of her own theory. She used to 

be a jazz singer and now speaks 5 languages but you need more than talent to 

learn a language.  

 

Professor: If you rely on talent alone, you probably fail because you need a lot of 

experience, exercise, you need training.  

 

Speaker: Singing ability is only one factor that improves language learning. 

Professor Reiterer says there are 20 divided into 4 clusters. There are biological 

factors like DNA and testosterone level, social factors, like education, linguistic 

ones, like the similarity of the foreign language and the mother tongue. 

 



Professor: And then there were many factors, like musicality, personality, 

memory, capacity, motivation, which I didn’t clearly either fall in the biological 

nor the social domain. I call them psychological factors.  

 

Speaker: According to the studies, there are not so many people who are 

specifically untalented for languages.  

 

Prof: They’re always evenly distributed. You have most people in the middle, in 

the medium range, in 70% are mediumly talented, if you want, and 15%, like 10 

to 5% or 15% are very very much over above the average, very high talented, and 

15% are lower talented.  

 

Speaker: Professor Reiterer and her fellows also says that despite previous beliefs, 

you need the entire brain to learn a foreign language, and there is no upper age 

limit to start learning.  

 

Professor: A stuck picture, it’s stuck in the minds of our society that all the 

people, elderly people, can’t do it anything anymore cognitively or even 

motorically. But I think they can do more than they believe. They should just try. 

 

The singer singing… 


